2. Costume Fabrication and Design

MAIN PURPOSES OF THE POST

The Global Grooves team are looking for a small team of volunteers to assist the costume designer in the fabrication of the 70+ costumes for the Afoxé Manchester event on Saturday 1st August 2009. There are a number of variations of the Afoxé costumes, for dancers, drummers, vocalists, and brass players. This is a very exciting, vibrant and colourful carnival-style event, and to make the absolute best of the designer’s plans given close costume deadlines, these assistants must be reliable and able to follow detailed instructions to ensure the smooth running of the costume design/fabrication process. All Volunteers will also be given a costume to wear for the final event to become an integrated part of the procession group.
TASKS

· To assist the costume designer with the fabrication of the Afoxé costumes paying close attention to instructions. 
· Pattern cutting
· Hand sewing and using a sewing machine

· Skill of using a sewing machine with a range of machine feet

· Sewing using an over locker

· Fabric dying (if necessary) 
YOUR PROFILE: PERSONAL SPECIFICATION

ESSENTIAL ATTRIBUTES/EXPERIENCE

· Must possess intermediate to advanced sewing machine / over-locking skills and have experience with cutting out patterns and making clothing / costume. 

· Should be organised and attentive; with such a close deadlines, clumsy mistakes can prove costly in both financially and in terms of time.

· Must be willing and able to travel to the designated costume fabrication studio in Mossley, Tameside (expenses provided).

· Must be reliable and easy to contact when necessary (either my telephone or regular email correspondence).

· Must be able to attend all necessary fabrication sessions and be reliable throughout the project.

· Should be patient and able to work under pressure and as part of a close team.

· Should have a keen eye and pay close attention to detail in order to provide consistent and high possible quality work alongside the other costume designer/maker(s). 

· Should have a friendly and approachable manner.

· Must have a positive and enthusiastic approach and be able to work on own initiative.

· Must have good communication and organisational skills. 

· Willingness to support the project’s commitment to equal opportunities.

· Must be free for some weekend and/or evening shifts (to be negotiated).

· Should be able to demonstrate good timing keeping. 

· Should have reasonable knowledge of the project itself. 

DESIRABLE ATTRIBUTES/EXPERIENCE

· Be able to offer a creative eye/suggestions/solutions to any potential problems which may arise during the fabrication process.

· A keen interest and some previous experience of costume fabrication and/or design. 
· A keen interest in Afro-Brazilian or other Carnival art forms/traditions. 

Potential sessions may include some or all of the following dates:  Thursday 9th & Friday 10th July, Friday 17th – Sunday 26th July, and some weekend or weeknight sessions to be negotiated with Volunteers. 
